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JOSEPH SMITH’S DIVINE MISSION. 


ANCIENT PROPHECIES FULFILLED THROUGH HIS MINISTRY. 
To point out the fulfillment of another prediction made by one of the 
ancient prophets, whose writings are recorded in the Bible, another 
quotation from Joseph Smith’s account of his own life is here presented 
beginning where the previous quotation left off: | | 


“Phe excitement, however, still continued, and rumor, with her thow- 
sand 7 was all the time 1 7 in circulating tales about my 
father’s ily, and about myself. If I were to relate a thousandth part 

— ae Pm would fill up volumes. The persecution, however, became so 

i able that I was under the necessity of leaving Manchester, and 

- geing with my wife to Susquehanna County, in the State of Pennsyl- 

vania; while preparing to start (being very poor, and the persecution so 
heavy upon us, that there was no probability that we would ever be 
ise), in the midst of our afflictions we found a friend in a gentle- 
man, by the name of Martin Harris, who came to us and gave me fifty 

Nars to assist us in ourafflictions. Mr. Harris was a resident of Palmyra 

ownship, Wayne County, in the State of New York, and a farmer. of 

respectability: By this timely aid was I enabled to reach the place of m 

destination in Pennsylvania, and immediately after my arrival there, 

commenced copying the characters of the plates I copied a consider- 
able number of them, and by means of the Urim and Thummim I trans- 

: of them, which I did between the time I arrived at the house 

of my wife's father in the month of December, and the February follow- 


eee timo in this month of February, the aforementioned Mr. Martin 
Harris came to our 7 got the characters which I bad drawn off 
the plates, and star 


ae plat with them to the City of New York. For what 
took: place relative to him and the characters, I refer to his own account: 
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“<T went to the city of New York, and presented the characters which 
had been translated, with the translation thereof, to Professor Anthon, 
a gentleman celebrated for his literary attainments. Professor Anthon 
stated that the translation was correct, more so than any he had before 
seen translated from the Egyptian. I then showed him those which were 
not yet translated, and he said that they were Egyptian, Chaldaic, - 
riac, and Arabic, and he said that they were the true characters. e 
gave me a certificate, coreatying to the people of Palmyra that they were 
true characters, and that the translation of such of them as had been 
translated was also correct. I took the certificate and put it into my 
pore. was just leaving the house, when Mr. Anthon called me l 
and asked me how the young man found out that there we d p) tes 
in the place where he found them. I answered that an angel of Gall 
revealed it unto him. 

„He then said unto me, let me see that certificate. I accordingly took 
it out of my pocket and gave it to him, when he took it and tore it to 
pieces, saying that there was no such thing now as ministering of 2 
and that if I would bring the = to him, he would translate them. 
informed him that part of the plates were sealed, and that I was forbidden 
to bring them; he replied, ‘J cannot read a sealed book.’ I left him and 
went to Dr. Mitchell, who sanctioned what Professor Anthon had said 
respecting both the characters and the translation.“ 

“On the 15th day of April, 1829, Oliver Cowdery came to my house, 
until when I had never seen him. He stated to me that having been 
teaching school in the —— where my father resided, and my 
father being one of those Who sent to the school, he went to board for a 
season at his house, and while there, the family related to him the circum- 
stance of my having the plates, and accordingly he had come to make 
inquiries of me. 

Two days after the arrival of Mr. Cowdery, (being the 17th of April,) 
I commenced to translate the Book of Mormon, and he commenced to 
write for me. 

“We. still continued the work of translation, when, in the ensuing 
month, (May, 1829,) we on a certain day went into the woods to pray — 
inquire of the Lord respecting baptism for the remission of sins, as we 
found mentioned in the translation of the plates. While we were thus 
employed, praying and calling upon the Lord, a messenger from heaven 
descen in a cloud of light, and having laid his hands upon us, he 
ordained us, saying unto us, ‘Upon you, my fellow servants, in the name 
of Messiah, I confer the Priesthood of Aaron, which holds the keys of the 
ministering of angels, and the gospel of repentance, and of baptism by 
immersion for the remission of sins; and this shall never be taken again 
from the earth, until the sons of Levi do offer again an offering unto the. 
Lord in righteousness.’ Hesaid this Aaronic Priesthood had not the power 
of laying on of hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost, but that this should 
be conferred on us hereafter; and he commanded us to go and be baptized; 
and gave us directions that I should baptize Oliver Cowdery, and after- 
wards that he should baptize me. : ihe 

“Accordingly we went and were baptized—I baptized him first, and 
afterwards he baptized me—after which I laid my hands upon his head. 
and ordained him to the Aaronic Priesthood, and afterwards he laid his 
hands on me and ordained me to the same Priesthood—for so we were. 
commanded. 

“The messenger who visited us on this occasion, and conferred this 
Priesthood upon us, said that his name was John, the same that is called 
John the Baptist in the New Testament, and that he acted under the 
direction of Peter, James, and John, who held the keys of the Priesthood 
of Melchisedek, which Priesthood he said should in due time be conferred: 
on us, and that I should be called the first elder and he the second. It 
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was on the 15th day of May, 1829, that we were baptized; and ordained 
under the hand of the messenger. Pie | 
“Immediately upon our coming up out of the water, after we had been 
baptized, we experienced t and glorious blessings from our heavenly 
Father. No sooner had I baptized Oliver Cowdery than the Holy Ghost 
fell upon him, and he stood up and prophesied many eee which should 
short ome to pass. And again, so soon as I had been baptized by him, 
I also had the spirit of prophesy when, standing up, I prophesied concern- 
ing the rise of the Church, and many other things connected with the 
Church and this generation of the children of men. We were filled wi 
the Holy 1 on rejoiced in the God of our salvation. | : 
“Our minds being now enlightened, we began to have the Scriptures 
open to our understandings, and the true meaning of their more 
mysterious passages revealed unto us in a manner which we never could 
attain to previously, nor ever before had thought of. In the meantime 
we were forced to keep secret the circumstances of our having been bap- 
tized and having received the Priesthood, owing to a spirit of persecution 
which had itself in the neighborhood. We had been 
threatened with being mobbed, from time to time, and this too by pro- 
of religion. And their intentions of mobbing us were only coun- 
teracted by the influence of my wife’s father’s family, (under Divine Provi- 
dence,) who had become very 1 to me, and who were op to 
mobs, and were willing that I should be allowed to continue the work 
of translation without interru 7 and therefore offered and promised 
us protection from all unlawful proceedings as far as in them lay. 


In the twenty-ninth chapter of Isaiah these words are found: And 
the vision of all is become unto you as the words of a book that is sealed, 
which men deliver to one that is learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee: 
and he saith, I cannot; for it is sealed: And the book is delivered to him 
that is not learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, I am not 
learned. Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near 
me with their mouth, and with their lips do honor me, but have removed 
their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept: 
of men: Therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a marvelous work among 
this people, even a marvelous work and a wonder: for the wisdom of their 
wise men shall perish, and the understanding of their prudent men shall 
be hid.” 

Here is another prophecy the first part of which was literally fulfilled 
when Martin Harris took the “words of a book” to Professor Anthon and 
the latter made the statement, “I cannot read a sealed book.” Unwit- 
tingly he used almost the identical words that Isaiah predicted would be 
uttered. Another part of the prediction, “And the book is delivered to 
him that is not learned,” was fulfilled when the book was delivered to 
Joseph Smith, an unlearned youth. How accurately this prophecy was 
fulfilled is shown by the fact that the words of the book were delivered to 
the man that was learned, while the book itself was delivered to him that 
was not learned. What the Lord says further through Isaiah in this con- 
nection: “Therefore, behold I will proceed to do a marvelous work among 
this people, even a marvelous work and a wonder,” is also fulfilled in part. 
The work done by Him through the instrumentality of His servant Joseph 
Smith and the Latter-day Saints is looked upon as marvelous even by 
those who do not believe Joseph Smith to be a prophet, nor the Latter- 
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day Saints to be inspired of Heaven, and it attracts the attention of the 
whole world. An acquaintance with what the Lord has done and what 
is now being done through their ministry is of sufficient importance to be 
called “a marvelous work and a wonder.” The Gospel has been preached 
in nearly all the civilized and several of the uncivilized nations, a church 
has been established that attracts the attention of all the world, and its name 
and the prophets’ name are known among every nation; a commonwealth 
has been built up that attracts the admiration of all peoples that are 
acquainted with it; people from all nations have been gathered together 
to form this commonwealth; and missionaries by the thousands are sent 
to proclaim to mankind everywhere the glad tidings of the “marvelous 
work” being performed. In regard to these things more will be said 
further on. Concerning the coming forth of the Book of Mormon also 
more will be added in another chapter. LD flog 
Isaiah, in the same chapter quoted above says further: In that day” 
(the day when it should come forth) “shall the deaf hear the words of the 
book, and the eyes of the blind shall see out of obscurity, and out of dark- 
ness.“ In the thirty-fifth chapter of Isaiah the prophet, speaking of the 
days when the ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to. Zion, says 
“Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall 
be unstopped. Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue 
of the dumb sing.” The Savior in speaking to His disciples after His 
resurrection, told them to go into all the world and preach the Gospel, 
adding these words, “And these signs shall follow them that believe; In 
my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; 
they shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing it shall 
not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.“ 
_ These predictions and promises have been fulfilled through the ministry 
of the great latter-day Prophet Joseph Smith. They have since been and 
are being repeatedly verified among the Latter-day Saints. The first 
miracle in the way of healing which was performed in the Church is 
described by the Prophet in the following extract from his writings.  _ 
After describing how he was enabled to proceed with the translation of 
the Book of Mormon, the opposition and persecution he encountered, and 
the business connected with the publishing of the record, he says: _— 


We now became anxious to have that promise realized to us, which the 
angel that conferred upon us the Aaronic Priesthood had given us, viz., 
that provided we continued faithful, we should also have the Melchisedek 
Priesthood, which holds the authority of the laying on of hands for the 
gift of the Holy Ghost. We had for some time made this matter a subject: 
of humble prayer, and at length we got together in the chamber of Mr. 
Whitmer’s house, in order more particularly to seek of the Lord what we 
now so earnestly desired; and here, to our unspeakable satisfaction, did we 
realize the truth of the Savior’s promise, ‘Ask, and you shall receive; seek 
and you shall find; knock and it shall be opened unto you;’ for we had 
not long been engaged in solemn and fervent prayer, when the word of 
the Lord came unto us in the chamber, commanding us that I should 
ordain Oliver Cowdery to be an Elder in the Church of Jesus Christ, and. 
that he also should ordain me to the same office, and then to ordain others 
as it should be made known unto us from time to time. We were, how- 
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ever; commanded to defer this our ordination until such times as it should 
be practicable 8 have our brethren, who had been, sad who should be, 
baptized, assembled together, when we must have their sanction to our 
‘thus proceeding to ordain each other, and have them decide by vote 
whether they were willing to accept us as spiritual teachers or not; when 
also we were commanded to bless bread and break it with them, and to 
take wine, bless it, and drink it with them; afterward proceed to ordain 
each other according to commandment; then call out such men as the 
mo ge should dictate and ordain them; and then attend to the laying on 
of hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost, upon all those whom we had 
previously baptised „doing all things in the name of the Lord. * * . * 
“During this month (April, 1830) I went ona visit to the residence of Mr. 
J 8 ight, of Colesville, Broom County, New York, with whom and 
his family I had been previously acquainted, and of whose name I have 
above mentioned as having been so kind and thoughtful towards us while 
translating the Book of Mormon. Mr. Knight and his family were 
Universalists, but were willing to reason with me upon my religious 
views, and were, as usual, friendly and hospitable. We held several 
meetings in the neighborhood; we had many friends, and some enemies. 
Our meetings were well attended, and many began to pray fervently to 
Almighty God, that he would give them wisdom to understand the truth. 
Amongst those who attended our meetings regularly was Newel Knight, 
son to Joseph Knight. He and I had many serious conversations on the 
important subject of man’s eternal salvation; we had got into a habit of 
praying much at our meetings, and Newel had said that he would try and 
take up his cross, and pray vocally during meeting; but when we —_ 
met together, he rather excused himself. I tried to prevail upon him, 
waking use of the figure, supposing that he should get into a mud-hole, 
would he not try and help himself out? and that we were willing now to 
help him out of the mud-hole. He replied, that provided he had got into 
a mud-hole through carelessness, he would rather wait and out him- 
self than have others to — him; and so he would wait until he should 
get into the woods by himself, and there he would pray. Accordingly, he 
eferred praying until next morning, when he retired into the woods; 
where, according to his own account afterwards, he made several attempts 
to pray, but could scarcely do so, feeling that he had not done his duty, 
but that he should have prayed in the presence of others. He began to 
feel uneasy, and continued to feel. worse both in mind and body, until 
upon reaching bis own house his appearance was such as to alarm his wi 
very much, He requested her to go and bring me to him. I went and 
found him suffering very much in his mind, and his body acted upon in a 
very strange manner. His vi and limbs distorted and twisted in 
every shape and a rance possible to imagine, and finally he was caught 
up off the floor of the apartment and tossed about most = 
“His situation was soon made known fo his neighbors and relatives, and 

in a short time as many as eight or nine grown persons had got together 
to witness the scene. After he had thus suffered for a time, I succeeded 
in getting hold of him by the hand, when almost immediately he spoke 
to me, and with a very great earnestness requested of me that I should 
cast the devil out of him, saying that he knew he was in him, and that he 
also knew that I could cast him out. I replied, If you know that I 
it shall be done; and then almost unconsciously I rebuked the devil, 
commanded him in the name of Jesus Christ to depart from him, when 
immediately Newel spoke out and said that he saw the devil leave him 
and vanish from his sight. | 3 
The scene was now entirely changed, for as soon as the devil had 
departed from our friend, his countenance became natural, his distortions 
of body ceased, and almost immediately the Spirit of the Lord descended 
upon him, and the visions of eternity were opened to his view.“ if 
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Since the time the above described miracle was performed by the power 
of the Lord, exercised through His servant, thousands of other like miracles 
have been sviineseed by those who have obeyed the Gospel. The blind 
have received their sight, the dumb have been made to speak, the deaf 
have had their hearing restored, and the sick have been healed of all 
manner of diseases. In short all the promises made by the Savior to the 
believers have been realized by the Latter-day Saints as fully as they were 
by the former-day Saints. To these facts there are thousands of living 
witnesses to-day. Many of those who have been witnesses of these mani- 
festations of God’s goodness, and many others who have received these 
remarkable manifestations in their own behalf, have had their testimonies 
published to the world, and there are many such testimonies on record in 
the printed literature of the Church. 

Epwin F. Parry. 


| [TO BE CONTINUED. ] 


SPIRITUAL HEALTH. 


ScrENcE teaches that when the human system is subjected to the influence 
of stimulants, narcotics, improper food or drink, or unwholesome physical 
surroundings, it is more easily invaded by disease germs than when oppo- 
site conditions prevail. For example, let two men, exactly equal to all 
outward appearance in respect to physical health, vitality and endurance, 
one of whom is a habitual user of intoxicants while the other is not, be 
brought in close contact with a contagious disease; the temperate man’s 
chances of escaping disease are vastly greater than are the others. 

The same rule holds good in relation to dietary and sanitary habits in 
general. That individual who takes intelligent care of his body, and con- 
forms to the laws of nature in respect to food, drink, exercise, cleanliness, 
etc., is much less liable to be attacked with disease of any kind, whether 
infectious, contagious or otherwise, than is another person of even greater 
natural vitality who disregards these laws. The truth of all this has come 
to be so well understood by even the most ignorant and simple minded, 
that argument on it is superfluous. It is now generally understood that 
health of body is to a very great extent dependent on conformity to 
certain fixed principles which are portions of the wonderful and mysteri- 
ous fabric of nature. 

That the spirit of man, the immortal part of him, is governed by laws of 
health, and is subject to disease, in a manner which bears a strong analogy 
to his body, does not seem to be so well understood, but it is nevertheless 
a great truth. The spiritual habits of the individual have as much to do 
with the health of his spiritual nature as do his physical or dietary habits 
with the health of his body. 

Spiritual disease is a thing as real as physical disease, and far more 
dangerous, because its conseqences are so much more far-reaching. The 
effects of bodily disease end at death, but the full effect of spiritual 
disease often do not appear until then, and may have no end. There are 
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such things as spiritual epidemics, whose contagion attacks large numbers 
of persons in the community. 

Latter-day Saints who comprehend the principles of their faith will 
readily admit the truth of all this; and if they have made themselves 
familiar with the history of the Church, they will be at no loss to recall 
instances of both sporadic and epidemic spiritual disease, which has 
proven fatal to many. Why does spiritual disease affect some members of 
the Church, while others are unscathed by it? Because some have violated 
the laws upon which spiritual health is predicated, while others have kept 
those laws. 

At different periods i in the history of the Church spiritual contagion has 
become epidemic, and a close study of the attending phenomena will 
enable the observer to deduce conclusions which, from what might be 
called a scientific point of view, are as certain and reliable as those 
reached by physicians in the study of physical disease. 

Thus, members of the Church who have preserved their spirits in a con- 
dition of humility before the Lord; who have put their trust in Him and 
not in man; who have not been discouraged by adversity or lifted up in 
pride by prosperity; who have partaken regularly and in a proper spirit 
of the Lord’s supper; who have cherished in their hearts the spirit of love 
and union towards their brethren; have paid their tithes and offerings; 
have sought the Lord dilligently in prayer, obeying His laws and honor- 

ing His Priesthood—these have never been attacked with spiritual disease 

or contagion, no matter how virulent its poison, or how it may have 
raged around them. 

On the contrary, when. persons professing to be Latter-day Saints have 

negleoted their religious duties and have transgressed the laws of God, with- 

out subsequent repentance, they have been peculiarly subject to attacks 

of spiritual disease. A common feature of such cases is the inability of 

the individual to diagnose his own condition, or to even comprehend the 
fact that he is ailing. This is one of the most dangerous characteristics of 
spiritual disease, 

By war, plague and fire, God will cleanse the world, that it may be 
purified: and restored to a condition of glory. By severe experiences He 
will also cleanse His Church, that it may be prepared to inherit a glorified 
world. In the world and in the Church cleansing agencies are at work 
now, and they will continue to operate until the end is accomplished, and 
the wicked in the world are consumed and the rebellious in the Church are 

removed. 

It is the 8 — duty of the Saints to study and then conform to 
the laws upon which their spiritual health is predicated. These laws are 
sufficiently taught by the Scriptures and the living teachers whom God 
has sent to the present generation. They comprise the principles of a 

- science, exact and undeviating, whose phenomena are produced by pro- 

cesses as fixed and absolute as any known to astronomy or any other 

branch of human knowledge. Spiritual health, and absolute immunity 
from spiritual disease, are in the reach of the weakest of all who are 
worthy to be called Saints. Deseret News. 
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THURSDAY, MARCH 18, 1897. 


GREATNESS OF THE LATTER-DAY WORK. 


Ir has often been remarked that the work engaged in by the Latter-day 
Saints is a very important one. The preaching of the Gospel and the 
establishing of the Church of Christ upon the earth in this age cannot be 
considered otherwise than great and important, when it is understood 
that the true Gospel and the true Church of Christ have not been upon 
the earth for many centuries until restored in this present century. 
When it is understood that the Gospel taught by the Latter-day Saints 
must be preached in every nation, and to every people, and that the whole 
world must be warned of God’s judgments upon the wicked, one can in 
part comprehend the vastness of the Lord’s work upon the earth in the 
latter - days. 

The Latter-day Saints have been convinced by competent Wee 
that they have the true Gospel; that it has been revealed anew to the 
earth through the great Prophet Joseph Smith. They have been taught 
‘that they are living in what is called the dispensation of the fullness of 
times —a time when the Lord shall establish His kingdom upon the en 
never to be destroyed. 

To illustrate the greatness of the Lord’s latter-day work, and ite ihe 
tionship to His work in other ages, it might be compared to a drama. 
The presentation of a drama on the stage is not its origin. Before the 
presentation is given, the dramatist formulates the complete plan of what 
he desires to portray. With him the whole plot or scheme has been 
worked out and perfected. He knows the end from the beginning. He 
understands the purpose to be accomplished, as well as all the details 
necessary to effect the desired result. The acting of a drama on a 
theatrical stage is merely the carrying out of a plan or scheme previously 
understood and prepared by the author of it. To give ita rendition on 
the stage certain characters are introduced upon the scene opened: to 
view, and they perform the parts assigned them. To the spectator who 
is not acquainted with the author's design the significance of the parts 
performed by the actors may not be apparent at first: He cannot e 
what connection their doings may have with what is expected to follow. 
His natural expectation or desire that all will end well and that eventa- 
ally right will be triumphant, is apparently not to be gratified. At an 
early hour it becomes evident that the tendency of events is such as will 
bring certain calamity and disaster upon all. Every new development 
seems to indicate that a terrible crisis is inevitable; and all are doomed 
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toa most lamentable fate, and of themselves or by their own power there 
appears nothing that can avert it. To the spectator the cause looks hope- 
less, althoegh he is: given to understand that justice and right will be 
finally vindicated. As the play proceeds a further unfolding of the plot 
is given. Other scenes are presented to view, and other characters oome 
forward and play their part. Digressions are made from the main line of 
events; but they seem to have no influence in bringing about the desired 
result, and the spectator is still left in uncertainty as to how the events 
will terminate. The star actor or hero of the play is introduced. His 
appearance is not attended with any marked demonstration. He displays 
no extraordinary talent. He is only known for his ardent, unselfish love, 
to show which he is willing and ready to make any sacrifice to save those 
who are the objects of his divine passion. 
_ @radually the character of the performance is more fully developed. 
The: train: of events depicted give evidence that some remarkable or 
wonderful circumstance, is about to transpire, and the interest in the 
play increases, and its ingenuity and beauty are appreciated as scene 
after sceheis presented to view. It dawns upon the mind of the spec- 
tator that there is a purpose manifest in the performance; and that through 
the power of love the leading figure in the play is to perform some great 
deed of heroism and self-sacrifice by which he will gain universal esteem, 
and will be honored above all his fellows. One event after another 
follows, mysteries are cleared away, misapprehensions and suspicions are 
removed, hope is restored and the result or outcome of the whole proceed- 
ing is terminated by a grand climax. It is then clearly evident that all 
the circumstances enacted were for some purpose, and had some bearing 
upon the general design, and exerted an influence in bringing about the 
joyful and glorious result. 

The value of each one’s part in the plot is understood, The great love, 
the self-sacrifice and the heroism of the principal character are now 
brought to light in their fullness, when the results of his acts are appar- 

ent, and he comes forward to receive the honor and credit due him. 
The great drama of this world’s existence, it might be said, commenced 
with the beginning of Father Adam’s career upon the earth. From that 
time till the present the performance has gone on. Gradually the plot 
bas been laid out. One actor after another has appeared upon the stage. 
Like the several acts of a play, one dispensation after another has been 
given. Incidental episodes of apparently a minor character have taken 
place, but like the divisions in the drama of human creation, these inci- 
dents all have their effect upon the great plan as a whole. From the 
beginning it was evident that all were doomed toa certain terrible fate 
that could only be averted by the heroic sacrifice of some one who was 
able to counteract the effects of the doom awaiting. them, and whose love 
was such that He would make the sacrifice. The hope and belief that 
such a one would come pervaded the hearts of some of the actors and was 
looked forward to or foreshadowed by them. But when He came, and 
made His first. appearance, He was ill-treated, scorned and rejected by the 
masses. The effect of His great sacrifice was not understood or compre- 
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hended. Now that nearly all the characters have been presented and 
each one has performed his part, the winding up scene is opened and the 
grand climax is nearly reached—the time of the restitution of. all shings, 
when the Lord shall “gather together in one all things in Christ, both 
which are in heaven and which are on earth, when all things shall be 
fulfilled that have been spoken of since the earth was made.” The Hero 


of the grand drama is about to make His second appearance on the scene, 


having provided a means of escape from the impending fate of all humanity 
and having accomplished His great and glorious work of redemption for 
fallen man, His appearance upon the earth and the ushering in of the 
millennial reign of righteousness will form a most fitting climax to the 
great drama of creation. 

The destiny of the Latter-day Saints is a most shale one, 1 the 


part they are entrusted to perform is of the utmost importance. They are 


the actors who are now performing the leading parts in the world's drama. 
They should therefore endeavor to acquit themselves with oredit: og 
honor. 

The Latter-day Saints have reason to believe that the 1 * are 
entrusted with will eventually revolutionize the world in religious matters. 
It may take a long time to do it, and may to some seem an impossible 
task. What can be done by an individual may not be much, and even 


_ what can be accomplished by a comparatively small community may be 


looked upon as insignificant, when the vast amount of work yet to be 


done is taken into consideration. Still it is apparent that the influence 


of the Latter-day Saints is felt far and wide, and their power for good 
is extending at an accelerating rate. The good done in the world by the 
Latter-day Saints cannot be fully measured by the number of converts 
made to their faith. While they have been the means of making quite a 
number of converts, at the same time the light they have been dissem- 
inating has had a tendency to enable the world to perceive Gospel truths. 


What the Lord is doing through the agency of His Saints in this regard 


is liable to be overlooked because its extent cannot be estimated or 
measured and recorded in statistics. But when the spiritual condition of 
the world at the time Joseph Smith first received his heavenly vision is 
contrasted with that of the present time it can be discerned that a great 
change has taken place. More light upon religious truth is apparent in 
the world. Old ideas concerning God and His dealings with mankind are 


being superceded by others which are more consistent with the teachings 


of revelation. Of course the world does not admit that the increased 
light that has spread abroad came from heaven through the revelations 
of the Prophet Joseph Smith. If mankind had to “aes 1 1 
would not readily accept it, because of prejudice. “J 

When the Latter-day Saints reflect upon their glade: destiny — 
should feel encouraged and should awaken to renewed diligence in the 
performance of their important duties. The prospects before them are 
always bright, for they have the assurance that the Lord is — 

+i E. F. R. 


t 
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‘PALSE RELIGION. 


Fass religion is like a false coin. A counterfeit coin may pass current for 
a time on account of its resemblance to the genuine article. But when 
presented to the government that issues the authorized money its spurious- 
ness will be detected, and it will not be accepted. It may be composed of 
the proper metal but because it has not the true government stamp it is 
rejected as not being worth full value, although on account of its being 
partly composed of the precious metal some value is placed upon it. But 
before it can be issued as a true coin it must be melted down, purified and 
recast according to the correct pattern. | 
The characteristics of false religion are very similar to those of a coin 
that lacks the authoritative stamp. It may pass for a time as genuine 
because of its similarity to the true religion. But the Author of the true 
religion will not acknowledge it, nor accept of it. It may contain some 
truths, and on that account be of some benefit to those who accepted it, 
but because it is not authoritative, and issued with the sanction of the 
Author of true religion it must be rejected by Him, although what truths 
it may possess are of themselves valuable. But before it can be of proper 
value it must be purified and stamped with the seal of authority. | 


* 


A LIVING GOD. 


Un the above heading the Methodist Times makes the following very 
truthful remarks: | 


“It is a precious and important truth that should never be lost sight of 
that God is a living God. He is not active at one time and at another 
inactive, but He ever liveth and worketh. There is no reason to suppose 
that God takes more interest in one age than He does in another. But 
for us the important age is the present one. For every man the supreme 
time is the time in which he lives. The man who believes in the past but 
not in the present does not believe in a living God. The writer of the 
letter to the Hebrews makes belief in a living God the true faith. The 
- unbelief he condemns is not an unbelief in Christ but in Christ as an ever 
living Savior. The Jews to whom this letter was written believed in 
Moses and honored him, but failed to perceive he was only a servant and 
that in the nature of things the Messiah and the new dispensation must 
be different from that which went before it. They could not perceive that 
God could work along other and very different lines than He did in the 
yom The result was they fell aver from the living God. But the temp- 

tion to ex rate the past and despise the present is one that comes to 
others as well as the Jews. The Savior says, ‘Now is the day of salva- 
tion.) He who cannot enjoy religion unless he is surrounded with the 
conditions of the past, when he was converted, has become hardened by 
the deceitfulngss of sin. Sin is nowhere so deceitful as when it takes a 
Christian and slowly holds him back, while the great world moves on. A 
true faith in God is more than a belief in a historical Christ. We must 
believe in Him as living to-day. We must believe that the problems about 
us are as serious for us as the problems of any past age were for the * 
cok that time. For us to believe in Christ is to do the work to-day that 
Christ would have us do.“ 


— 
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The only fault to be found with these remarks respecting a living God is 
that the writer has failed to call attention to the very strongest —_ 
that his argument sustains. It appears he has purposely avoided to 
tion the most obvious conclusions to be drawn from his Own reason ifnk 
upon the proposition with which be deals. He takes the only consistent 
and scriptural stand that the Lord is as active at one time as at another; 
and that He is as much interested in one age as in another. Now, the 
most logical conclusion of such an argument as this writer employs, is 
that “God is no respecter of persons,” and is ever willing to reveal Him- 
self to those who seek Him; and to send His angels to minister to men on 
the earth in this age as 3 as He did anciently; and that there is as 
much need for prophets and inspired men at one time as at another. If 
He is ever the same active God, the same spiritual gifts, blessings and 
miracles that His chosen people enjoyed in former times should de pos- 
sessed by those who believe in Him in this age. 

Very truly does the writer declare that The man who believes in the 
past but not in the present does not believe in a living God ;” and that 
“A true faith in God is more than a belief in a historical Christ.” | 


** 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENTS.—Roger Horrocks hele laboting 
as a Traveling Elder in the Liverpool Conference has been honorably | 
released to return home March 25, 1897. 

John H. Walker has been honorably released from presiding over the 
Norwich Conference to return home March 25, 1897. 

Albert Collard who has been laboring as a Traveling Elder in the Chel- 
tenham Conference has been honorably released to return home en 25, 
1897. 

James C. Brown who has been laboring as a 3 Elder in the 
Manchester Conference has been honorably released to return home 
March 25, 1897. 

G. W. McCune who has been laboring as a Traveling Elder in the Nor- 
wich — has been appointed to preside over that enen 


Lonpon Conrerence Norick.— The London of the 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints will be held on Sunday, March 28, 
1897, at 36 Penton Street, at 10:30 a. m., and at the Clerkenwell Town 
Hall, Roseberry Avenue, at 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. Calg 1 


NOTTINGHAM CONFERENCE. 


‘Tus Nottingham Conference of the Church of Jes esus Christ’ ot eee 
Saints, convened on Sunday, March 14, 1897, at 10:80 1. i in the . 
_ stone Hall, Lamartine Street, Nottingham. 

There were present of the Presidency of the European Mission, Rulon 8. 
Wells, Jos. W. McMurrin and Edwin F. Parry; Elder Andrew Jéngon, 
who is traveling in the interest of church history; Elders A. M.“ Roper 


„ 
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and Geo. H. Budd of the Sheffield Conference; Samuel G. Garbett and 
Manasseh Smith of the Birmingham Conference; Thomas England and 
Edward E. Pike of the Cheltenham Conference; Robert Winn of the 
Liverpool Conference; and the — and Traveling Elders of the 
Nottingham Conference. 

The speakers at the morning meeting were Elders John H. Taylor, Robert 
Winn, J. A. Hunt, Jr:; Edward E. Pike, F. J. A. Jaques and Thomas Bailey, 
all of whom bore faithfal testimonies of the restoration of the Gospel. 

The afternoon ‘session was called to order at 2:30. After singing 
and prayer President Thomas Bailey read the report of the Nottingham 
Conference for the four months ending February 28, 1897, as follows: 
Seventies, (Missionaries from Zion,) 18; Local Priesthood, Elders, 23; 
Priésts, 6; Teachers, 12; Deacons, 12; Members, 277; total officers and 
members, 330; children under eight years, 73; total number of souls, 403. 
Baptisms, 10; excommunicated, 1; strangers’ houses visited in tracting, 
10,275; ‘by invitation, 120; Gospel conversations, 874; tracts distributed, 
30913; books distributed, 124; public meetings held, in-door, 277; out- 
door, 22 

The general authorities of the Church and the Presidency of the Euro- 
pean Mission were presented and unanimously sustained; and the Elders 
in the Nottingham Conference were sustained as follows: Thomas Bailey 
President of the Conference; Geo. Humphries and Wm. Green, to labor in 
the Uttoxeter district; T. H. Cartwright, B. S. Wilson and Lewis Hun- 
saker, in the Derby district; C. W. Hatch, Raymond McCune and N. L. 
Gardner, in the Leicester District; Geo. E. Bench and J. A. Hunt, Jr., in 
the Loughborough district; David E. Randall and F. J. A. Jaques, in the 
Mansfield district; John H. Taylor, Geo. Hind and Henry Blackburn, in 
the Nottingham district : N Hand and Charles Wesson, in the Sutton 
Bonnington district. 

The speakers in the e were Elders Edwin F. Parry and Rulon 
S8. Wells, and those in the evening: were Elders Andrew Jenson and Jos. 
W. McMorrin:; 

All the meetings were well attended by the Saints and a namber of 
strangers were present. : 

At 10 a. m., on Monday the Elders all met in council esel and re- 
ported their ‘labors. They were given much timely advice by Presidents 
Rulon 8. Wells, Jos. W. McMurrin and Edwin F. Parry, and Elders 
Thomas Bailey and Andrew Jenson. The Elders return to their fields of 
labor much encouraged and are determined to proclaim loud and long the 


“Glad tidings of Great Joy.” 
J. A. Hunt, JR., Clerk of Conference. 


“BRAVE UTAH CHILDREN. 


Tur Denver an story of childish heroism, 
r by Mr. W attorney for the W of Justice at 
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Washington. He has been taking testimony concerning some Indian 
depredation claims. 

In taking such testimony, he says, “I frequently hear interesting 
stories concerning early frontier life. I remember one case in particular, 
one of the most remarkable exhibitions of courage in an eight-year-old boy 
that I ever heard of. It occurred near the town of Beaver, in Utah. 

“A ranch was attacked by Indians, and a man who was visiting the 
ranchman was killed, and for a while it seemed as if the whole party, wife 
and children, would fall a prey to the savages. The house was surrounded 
by the Indians, and the people within defended themselves as best they 
could; but the ranchman, watching his opportunity, lowered his little boy, 
and daughter, who was but twelve years of age, from the back window 
and told them to try and make their way to the a and follow it 
down to Beaver, where they could obtain help. 

“The children succeeded in reaching the. canyon 8 and with 
presence of mind and bravery which I think remarkable for a child of 
that age, the boy told his sister to follow one side of the canyon and he 
would follow thé other, so that in case the Indians should find one of them 
the other might not be observed. 

“The children got safely to Beaver, where a party was organized which 
hastened to the rescue of the besieged. - 

“At the beginning of the siege the 18 had heard the children in 
the house, and missing their voices, the alert savages discovered that they 
had gone and endeavored to overtake them; but being unsuccessful, and 
knowing that help would soon arrive, they withdrew before the rescuers 
could reach the ranch.”— Youth’s —— 


— 


AN IMPRESSIVE EVENT. 


Taz scene which was presented in the Tabernacle on Sunday, February 28, 
when the children of the Sunday schools in the Salt Lake Stake of Zion 
assembled to celebrate President Wilford Woodruff's birthday, and again 
the following day, Monday, when the general public were invited to the 
reception given by Brother and Sister Woodruff upon the anniversary of 
their birth, was a deeply impressive one to all those familiar with the 
genius and progress of the great work to which the worthy couple have 
devoted all their lives. Large as our world-famed auditorium is, yet it 
was far from being sufficient to fully accommodate those desirous of partici- 
pating in the proceedings of the occasion. 

It was a heavenly inspiration which filled the minds of the children on 
the bright and beautiful Sabbath day when their share of the exercises 
was to transpire in the Tabernacle. There was no need of urging from 
parents or teachers for the youth to be present and be prompt. Their 
hearts were filled with an enthusiastic eagerness to engage in the services; 
and wherever circumstances prevented this, there was sore disappoint- 
ment. The desire to attend was universally from a feeling to honor a 
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humble, diligent, faithful man, fully trusted and deeply beloved as a 
Prophet of God divinely appointed to the holy Apostleship instituted by 
the Lord Jesus for the feeding and care of His flock. 
_. Whatever may be the fancy of other people, with the assembled thou- 
sands of Sunday school children on last Sabbath the leading thought was of 
honoring the anointed of the Lord, of whose divine calling they have 
knowledge in the witness they have received through the blessing of the 
Almighty. Therefore it was with an intensity of devotion deeper than words 
can express, and which springs only from the realization of the fact, that 
the vast throng burst forth in the opening song of praise to the Holy One, 
“We thank Thee, O God, for a Prophet.” The Saints of to-day, not less 
than they of olden time, have reason to praise the Almighty for the per- 
sonal ministrations of His Prophets, in as close communion and associa- 
tion with them as with the people in any age of the world; and the sense 
of this reality permeated every feature of the Sabbath day program, 
giving joy unspeakable to all who received of its spirit. The occasion was 
the event of a lifetime to those in this part of the land occupied by the 
Latter-day Saints. 

The proceedings on Monday partook in general of the same nature, in 
the spirit of the program rendered. Everything that occurred was of the 
most pleasant nature; and all was characterized in a marked manner by 
the fact that it is in the capacity of a faithful follower and servant of the 
Lord Jesus Christ that President Woodruff has attained the prominence 
in which he is placed to-day, both of a Pioneer of this State, and as a 
leader among his fellowmen. At the reception Monday, people of vary- 
ing shades of religious opinion, of different nationalities and races, united 
in the kindliest feelings in congratulating President and Sister Woodruff 
upon the auspioious event, and the mutual exchanges of courtesies were 
cordial and sincere. 

It may be remarked at this time that President Wilford Woodruff is an 
example of the fruits of Mormonism. He is peculiarly one of its products. 
A system is not to be judged by the men and women who have set at 
naught its rules, disregarded its principles, or ignored its spirit. Its 
true test is the result it has produced in the lives of its faithful adherents 
—those who conform to it in their conduct in private life as in a public 
capacity. In this respect President and Sister Woodruff are among the 
latter class. They are exemplars of Mormonism. They have observed its 
instructions, heeded its advice, conformed to its laws, partaken of its 
genius, and in their lives have set forth the effects of obedience to its 
principles as nearly as may be through such fairly diligent efforts as 
mortals may make. The work which has made them what they are may 
be judged by what it is known to have produced in those whose lives 
have been in harmony with it. And in this case there are none who can 
say it is not good. On the other hand, its godliness is manifest in the 

testimony of all. 
The impressiveness of this birthday observance will be far-reaching in 
its effects among the people, not only those who reside in Salt Lake City 
and county, but wheresoever news thereof shall go; and great good shall 


